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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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2. [XI The allowed claim(s) is/are 7,9,10 and 12 . 

3. [>3 The drawings filed on 1 1 December 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. [El Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) O The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. CH Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Lisa Treannie on April 14, 2003. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

Please amend the title as follows: 

Delete "IBD-Related Polymorphisms" and insert instead —Crohn's Disease Related 
Polymorphisms- 
Please amend the specification as follows: 

At page 108 of the specification, please delete the designation ">IGR2063a" and replace with 
->IGR2063b». 

Claim 7. (Twice amended) A method of predicting the likelihood that an individual is 
susceptible to [will have] Crohn's disease, comprising the steps of: 

a) obtaining a DNA sample from an individual to be assessed; and 

b) determining the nucleotide present at nucleotide position 218 relative to the 5' most 
nucleic acid in SEQ ID NO: 1 127, 
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wherein the presence of a guanine at nucleotide position 218 is indicative of a greater 
likelihood of susceptibility to Crohn's disease in the individual as compared with an individual 
having a cytosine at nucleotide position 218. 

Claim 9. (Twice amended) A method according to claim 7, wherein the individual to be 
assessed is an individual at risk for development of Crohn's disease. 

Claim 10. (Twice amended) A method of predicting the likelihood that an individual is 
susceptible to [will have] Crohn's disease, comprising the steps of: 

a) obtaining a DNA sample from an individual to be assessed; and 

b) determining the nucleotide present at nucleotide position 218 relative to the 5' most 
nucleic acid in SEQ ID NO: 1 127, 

wherein the presence of a cytosine at nucleotide position 218 is indicative of a reduced 
likelihood of susceptibility to Crohn's disease in the individual as compared with an individual 
having a guanine at nucleotide position 218. 

Claim 12. (Twice amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein the individual to be 
assessed is an individual at risk for development of Crohn's disease. 



Support for the amendments can be found in the specification at page 10, lines 10-13; and page 
23, lines 12-15. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims are drawn 
to a method of predicting the likelihood that an individual is susceptible to Crohn's disease, 
comprising the steps of obtaining a sample of DNA from the individual to be assessed; and 
determining the nucleotide present at position 218 relative to the 5' most nucleic acid in SEQ ID 
NO 1 127, wherein the presence of a guanine at nucleotide position 218 is indicative of a greater 
likelihood that the individual is susceptible to Crohn's disease as compared with an individual 
having a cytosine at nucleotide position 218 or wherein the presence of a cytosine at nucleotide 
position 218 is indicative of a decreased likelihood that an individual is susceptible to Crohn's 
disease as compared with an individual having a guanine at nucleotide position 218. The claims 
are further drawn to such methods wherein the individual is an individual at risk for development 
of Crohn's disease. 

The specification teaches that a G instead of a C at position 218 of SEQ ID NO: 1 127 has 
a statistically significant association with Crohn's Disease (see Table 4, 3 rd row). The claims are 
allowable over the prior art because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an association 
between the claimed polymorphism and Crohn's disease. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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2. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to examiner Jehanne Souaya whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6565. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jones, can be reached on (703) 308-1 152. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-3014. 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 




Jehanne Souaya 
Patent examiner 
Art Unit 1634 



